Call for chapters for book on university quality assurance (issued 22 September 2021)
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GREAT ZIMBABWE UNIVERSITY
DIRECTORATE OF QUALITY ASSURANCE AND ACADEMIC PLANNING

CALL FOR BOOK CHAPTERS ON UNIVERSITY QUALITY ASSURANCE PRINCIPLES, POLICIES AND PRACTICES IN AFRICA
Professor of Quality Inclusive Education, Martin Musengi (PhD), invites contributions to a proposed book on university quality assurance principles, policies and practices on the African continent.
This proposed book considers the impact on university strategic and operational foci of historical and contemporary quality assurance principles, policies and practices in universities in Africa. The context is that it is evident that there are rapid, monumental changes to the language, policies and concepts about quality assurance and these changes impact the framing and implementation of principles and practices in universities although little is being formally documented about the changes in Africa. Therefore, the proposed book seeks to document these changes by analyzing the influence of different understandings of quality, quality assurance, harmonization of curricula and qualifications as well as institutionalization of quality assurance in universities and national regulatory bodies on actual academic output and outcomes. The proposed book will provide an overview of fundamental, enduring and new directions of knowledge on these and related topics on a continent which is poised to integrate economically. This is a book that will be aimed mainly at quality assurers, policy makers, academics, professionals in relevant fields and postgraduate audiences.
Interested authors are invited to propose chapters that consider university quality assurance principles, policy and practice at either institutional, national, regional or continental level. Contributions are welcome from academics whose daily work is impacted by quality assurance, i.e. various ranks of support staff and lecturers; quality assurers in the form of Chairpersons (Heads of Departments or Schools), Deans of Faculties, Directors of academic departments e.g. quality assurance, work-related learning or research and postgraduate studies departments at universities; Pro Vice Chancellors; Vice Chancellors (Rectors or Presidents); various ranks of officers at national regulatory quality assurance bodies as well as any other higher education stakeholders.
If you are interested in contributing to this book, please email to mmusengi@gzu.ac.zw a 300-word abstract together with a 100-word biography for each author by 30 October 2021. If the abstract is accepted, you will receive notification by 21 November 2021 and the full paper will be required by 21 February 2022 for peer reviewing and editing. Target publication date is end of August 2022. A reputable, high impact publisher has expressed interest in this project.   
Book structure
The book will be in three parts. The introductory part deals largely with conceptual matters in which contributors are invited to analyze quality assurance issues from theoretical and historical perspectives. Topical issues may include but are definitely not restricted to: the purpose of university education; analysis of the functioning of university committee systems in the context of growing managerialism in universities; the role of state and non-state actors in university education; public-private partnerships in university education; the new normal caused by the Covid-19 pandemic; neo-liberalism and university education. This part also includes contributions on best practices in quality assurance from various African universities.
The second part is a more structured, comparative country-case study in which contributors from various African countries examine the quality assurance landscape in their national higher education systems. It is intended that as many as 10 higher education systems be represented in this part. The proposed structure of country chapters in this second part could be as follows:
-introduction (briefly covering political, social, religious, economic and school systems)
-historical development of higher education; types of universities
-policy, vision, mission of university education
-objectives of university education
-organization and administration of university education
-quality assurance policies (institutional and national regulatory bodies relationships)
-quality assurance practices for the following:
· curricula at universities
· teaching and learning methods
· university-industry linkages
· student affairs 
· research and innovation
· language of teaching and learning
· physical facilities and IT infrastructure
· online, blended learning and assessment 
· other support services
-national harmonization practices
-challenges of quality assurance 
-opportunities for quality assurance
-Conclusion (synthesis and future outlook)
Please note that the above list is not meant to be exhaustive and is only meant to be a very rough guide. Where necessary, contributors are free to organize their chapters in the manner which best reflects the quality assurance landscape in their countries.
The third and final part of the book is a synthesis of the lessons, challenges and opportunities in assuring quality of university education on the African continent. Contributions in this part analyze such issues as the benchmarking and harmonization of university education in the various regions such as ECOWAS, SADC etc; the role of the Association of African Universities; internationalization of university education; intellectual property policies, IT policy and practice; university-industry linkages, ranking of universities, the place of publication metrics for academic promotions, funding research in under-resourced contexts and the development of university strategic foci in tandem with national interests and globalization. 
It is anticipated that the book will contain 25 – 30 chapters that address the topics and issues suggested above as well as others that contributors may consider to be relevant. Chapters are to be a maximum of 7000 words each (including APA 7th edition style references).  
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